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.August. He was then served with a notice by the sanitary
authorities requiring him to disinfect the house, but
he disregarded this and left for Glasgow. The owner

thereupon refuses to occupy the house, claiming that
the authorities should have compelled the summer visitor
to have disinfected it. To this the authorities respond by
- an action in the Sheriff’s Court asking that the owner of the
house be compelled to admit the medical officer and the

sanitary inspector to the house on the ground that there
- exists a nuisance within the meaning of the statute. The
Sheriff has assented to this, dismissing the pleas of the
owner (1) that the house is not an inhabited house, (2) that
he is not the occupier, and (3) that the sanitary authorities,
having elected in the first instance to proceed against the
summer tenant, are not now entitled to change their line of
.action and proceed against the owner.

New Marine Laboratory at St. Andrews.
The new marine laboratory presented to the University by

Mr. Chas. Gatty, LL.D., was formally opened on the
30th ult. by Lord Reay. The ceremony was attended by
representatives from various universities and scientific bodies,
and addresses were delivered by Lord Reay, Sir William
Henry Flower, Professor McIntosh, and Principal Donaldson.
At the same time the University conferred the degree of
LL.D. upon the following gentlemen :-Sir William Henry
Flower, London; Professor Michael Foster, London ; Rev.
Dr. Henry Baker Tristram, Canon of Durham ; and Gustave
Gilson, D.Sc., professor of natural history, Louvain, Belgium. I

Scottish Toltinteer Medical officers’ Association.
This association has been formed to promote the interests

.and improve the organisation and efficiency of the volunteer
medical service in Scotland. At a recent meeting the
- following office-bearers were appointed :-President : Brigad e-
Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel James Dunlop ; Vice-President,
,Surgeon - Lieutenant - Colonel Goff ; Treasurer : Surgeon-
Captain A. K. Chalmers ; Secretary : Surgeon-Captain James
Swanson. These office-bearers are to act with a council
representing the various Scottish volunteer districts.

University of Aberdeen Students’ Union.
The net result of the first year’s operations is to add

165 to the funds of the union. The election of office-
< bearers took place last Saturday.

Aberdeen City Hospital.
Cases of measles and whooping-cough continue to increase

in the city. Thirty-one cases were removed to the City
Hospital last week, and the question of a further extension
of the hospital has been discussed by several of the candi-
dates at the present municipal election.

Nov.4th.

IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

The Inauguration of the Medical Session.
THE practice of marking the commencement of the session

at the medical schools and hospitals by the delivery of an
inaugural address has fallen more or less into disuse in
Dublin. On this occasion the addresses have been few, but
of more than average interest. Mr. William Thomson, the
’President, made a speech at the Royal College of Surgeons in
Ireland which was listened to by a large audience and which
will doubtless be read by a still larger. In alluding to the
examinations which medical students are obliged to pass
The commented strongly on the inefficiency of the pre-
liminary test examination, more especially as regards
knowledge of the English language and composition,
and quoted Mr. Pridgin Teale’s suggestion made recently
at a meeting of the General Medical Council, that
there should be a formal investigation into the number
of rejections at all the professional examinations. In giving
- advice to the students commencing their medical studies Mr.
Thomson strongly advised them to learn shorthand and to
join the society of Medical Phonographers under the presi-
dency of Dr. Gowers. At the Meath Hospital Mr. Glasgow
Patteson delivered a very practical address on Surgical
Cleanliness and Handicraft, which has just been published
in pamphlet form by Falconer and Co. Dr. McHugh’s
address at St. Vincent’s Hospital dealt with the important
subject of isolation in infectious fevers and was an eloquent
plea in favour of the adoption of scientific methods to prevent
the spread of such diseases.

The Royal Academy of Ofedicine.
The annual election of officers took place on Oct. 30th.

The ballot was very large, no less than 116 Fellows of the
Academy having attended to record their votes. This was,
of course, largely due to the keenly contested struggle for
the post of general secretary, recently resigned by Mr.
Thomson. Mr. J. B. Story, who has held the office of secre-
tary to the Pathological Section, and who has taken an
active interest in the affairs of the Academy ever since its
foundation, was elected. There were but few other changes.
Dr. James Little retains the position of President of the

Academy, while Mr. Thomson, as President of the Royal
College of Surgeons in Ireland, and Dr. G. F. Duffey, as
President of tne Royal College of Physicians of Ireland,
become ex-officio Presidents of the surgical and medical
sections respectively.

Irish TVorklwuses.
The whole question of the workhouse system as it exists in

Ireland is at present being very much discussed. Since they
were established in that country the population, principally
among the class for whom these institutions were intended,
is less by 3,000,000. Further, there is a deep-rooted dislike
among the poor to enter them. Taking a large ccunty like
Antrim, and leaving out of account Belfast, there are six
workhouses which were built to accommodate about 5000
persons, while at present there are not 1000 in them-that is,
less than one-fifth of what they could hold. It is remark-
able that while the number of inmates in the Irish
workhouses is less than one-fourth of what it was in 1851,
and about one-third of what they could accommodate, yet
the establishment charges have largely increased. In 1861
the salaries of officers were &pound;94,443, while in 1892 these
salaries had reached &pound;136,319; while the tutal expenditure in
1858 was &pound;550,000, it now, with a largely reduced popula-
tion, exceeds &pound;1,250,000. The whole system of poor-rates
requires to be closely inquired into, and probably the best
way to lessen this tremendous expenditure would be in the
direction of the amalgamation of our workhouses. The

question may be fairly asked why keep up piles of buildings
fully officered for so few inmates ? The workhouses which
would be emptied in this way might be utilised for asylums,
barracks, schools, factories, &0. Many people think if the

hospitals were reserved one half of the workhouses might be
got rid of. The Poor-law system in Ireland is in a most

unsatisfactory condition, there being no relationship between
what the really needy get for relief and what the unfortunate
taxpayers are compelled to contribute.

The Marquis of Dufferin and Ava.
The Marquis of Dufferin and Ava received a most cordial

welcome last week on his home-coming after retiring from
the Diplomatic Service. The Lord Mayor of Belfast gave a
magnificent banquet in his honour as well as that of the
Marchioness, and the Harbour Commissioners and Chamber
of Commerce also entertained them. Frequent allusions
were made to the successful efforts initiated by the
Marchioness (during her husband’s Indian Governor-General-
ship) to introduce proper medical attendance by means of
lady practitioners into the homes of the Indian women, and
at the banquet, in replying to the toast of her health,
Lord Dufferin said she had established a system of female
medical practitioners and assisted female tducation in the
art of medicine in a way which bad proved an extraordinary
practical success, so much so that during the last year over
two millions of Indian women have profited by the movement
she inaugurated.

IJeath of ltlr. Frederick F. Beck, F. R. C P. Edin.
I regret to announce the death of this well-known member

of the medical profession in Belfast, which occurred on
Oct. 31st. Mr. Beck had a very serious illness two years ago,
from which he never fully recovered, and although he was
able to do his work he suffered from a weak heart. He died
after about two weeks’ illness from gastro-enteritis. Mr.

Beck, who was born in Belfast, was a son of a well-known
member of the medical profession in that city who died
a few years ago. As a boy he studied at Queen’s
College, and after qualifying as a Licentiate of the

Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh in 1867 he
started practice in Belfast, where he had a very large
elientele, and was highly valued for his medical opinion and
for his great kindness as a friend. He was honorary
treasurer of the Belfast Branch of the Royal Medical
Benevolent Fund of Ireland and took the warmest interest
in the affairs of this society ; he was also honorary physician
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to the Belfast Benevolent Society of St. Andrew and acted as
President for one year. Mr. Beck, who was only fifty-two
years of age at the time of his decease, was very greatly
respected both by his patients and by the public. He leaves
a widow and a family of eight children.
North of Ireland Branch of the British Medical Association.
At the autumn meeting, held on Oct. 29th, the incoming

President (Professor Whitla, M.D.R.U.I.) delivered a very
interesting address on Antitoxin Therapeutics, and Dr.
Lorrain Smith gave a demonstration of the Diphtheritic
Bacillus in connexion with the address. Communications on
medical subjects were also brought forward by Dr. H.
O’Neill, Dr. Darling, Professor Sinclair, *Dr. Calwell, Mr.
Hogg, Dr. Fraser, Dr. Thompson (Omagh), Dr. St. Clair

Boyd, and Dr. MacCormac.
The -Battle of the Clubs at Cork.

A case has been heard before the Recorder of Cork which
throws a side-light on the club fight. A firm of drapers
applied for a committal order for debt, their claim being for
;610 against one of the medical men imported here by the
clubs. In the course of the evidence it was stated that the
luckless medical officer to Oddfellows’ and Foresters’ clubs
is in receipt of about B150 or &pound;160 a year. Out of that sum
he is obliged to supply the numerous members and their 
families with medicine. It also appeared that his income
from private practice did not amount to more than .620 a
year. It was further stated that he has a wife and three
children, that he employed two servants, and paid .660 a year
in rent and taxes. Under the circumstances it was obvious
no course was open to the Recorder but to refuse the
committal order. It is pitiable to see any member of
the profession in such a position, and the story should not be
encouraging to others disposed to come to the rescue of
the Cork clubs. At the beginning of the fight some of the
club orators boasted that, like the magicians of old, they need
only wave a wand to procure thousands of pounds for carry-
ing on the fight with the Cork medical men. If so, it seems

strange that they did not deem it advisable to draw on those
vast resources to the extent of &pound;10 and spare their servant
the pain of having his private affairs paraded before the
public. Their imported medical officer came to their
aid in the time of need, and it is generally understood that
one good turn deserves another. But generosity to their
medical officer has never been regarded as a cardinal virtue
amongst the rich members of the Cork clubs. Tactically,
however, they have committed an error. Had they increased
their servant’s salary by L10 they would have impressed
waverers with the idea that they are supported by a

powerful organisation.
Typhoid -Fever in Corh.

An unusual number of cases of typhoid fever have
occurred in Cork during the past few weeks, and it is to be
feared that in more than one case the "succulent bivalve" "

cannot be held blameless. One well-known gentleman who
had partaken largely of oysters suffered from the ambulatory
type of fever and lived only nine days after he had taken to
his bed. In another instance a woman who is suffering
from a very severe attack is known to have eaten oysters
freely during the fortnight preceding her illness, and the
oysters were brought from a district where sewage con-
tamination is not impossible.

The Queen’s College, Cork.
A large percentage of the Cork students who presented

themselves for the degree examinations of the Royal Univer-
sity last month were successful. The total number of candi-
dates from all Irish schools was forty-nine. The highest dis-
tinction awarded on this occasion was " upper pass." Five
obtained it and one of those was a Cork student. The
number of first-year’s students entering the Cork College
this year is so far distinctly larger than last year. This is
remarkable, as it was thought the five years’ curriculum
would have had a deterrent effect on intending candidates.
Nov. 3rd.

BERLIN.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Action of the Roentgen Rays on the Skin.
IN my letter in THE LANCET of Aug. 8th, 1896, I

reported a case of dermatitis which had arisen from frequent
exposure to the x rays. Dr. Sehrwald of Freiburg has now

published a similar case in the Deutsche Medicinische
IVoehenseltrift. A boy thirteen years of age was in the
course of a photographic demonstration exposed for forty-five
minutes to Roentgen rays produced in new and very powerful
tubes. A fortnight afterwards his mother found that on his
abdomen above the umbilicus there was a circular redness
which in a few days grew larger and became covered with
small itching blisters. When the case was first seen by a medi-
cal man, about six weeks after the experiments, the central
portion of the affected region had become nearly normal, but
the morbid condition had spread outwards in all direc-
tions so that the whole abdomen was involved. The
peripheral area was of a brown colour, produced by an
increased pigmentation of the superficial layer cf the
epidermis. In a few weeks the skin resumed its normal con-
dit,ion, recovery being attended by a copious desquamation of
the pigmented epidermis, the whole process being very like
the specific dermatitis caused by sunburn and termed
chloasma caloricum. Dr. Sehrwald points out that, notwith-
standing the great number of Roentgen photographs taken
every day, cases of skin disease are comparatively rare. He
is of opinion that these undesirable effects are produced only
when the vacuum tubes are brought too near the body, when
the time of exposure is too long, and when the electric
current has too high a tension. He therefore recommends
that in long continued woik the part of the body to be
examined should not come within 60 cm. (= 2 ft.) of the
tube, that the tubes should be such as require only a short
exposure, and that low tension electricity should be

employed.
Vaccination Precautions.

The Prussian Government recently decided to investigate
certain questions connected with vaccination, and for that
purpose appointed a commission, presided over by Dr.
Schmidtmann of the Government Medical Department, and
composed of bacteriologists such as Professor Koch, Pro-
fessor Pfeiffer, and Dr. Frosch of the Berlin Royal Institution
for Infectious Diseases, together with practical vaccinators.
The Commission was consulted as to the possibility of ascer-
taining without bacteriological examination whether a sample
of lymph is in good condition or not, and also whether there
is any ground for the belief that vaccination wounds are
specially liable to erysipelas. The report of the Commission
has just now appeared and supplies information on the fol- 

’

lowing subjects : number and species of bacteria found in the
lymph, difference between the bacteria found in animal
and in human lymph, connexion between the symptoms of
reaction following vaccination and the concentration of the
lymph, the method followed by the vaccinator, and the
idiosyncrasy of the person vaccinated. The Commission
came to the conclusion that there is no essential connexion
between the bacteria of the lymph and the inflammation of
the tissues at the place of insertion; erysipelas and gan-
grene are due to secondary infection and are always caused
by want of care either on the part of the vaccinator or in
the subsequent management of the case. It is impossible
for lymph to be absolutely free from all bacteria. The best

lymph is calf lymph, in the collection of which no blood has
been drawn and which has been treated by subsidence,
centrifugation, and solution. Such lymph is the least likely
of any to induce excessive reaction.

C6reb7o-&pinal Meningitis in Berlin.

Cerebro-spinal meningitis, which for several years had
entirely disappeared from Berlin, has again become prevalent
during the last few months. The paucity of published
memoirs on epidemics of this disease may be judged of from
the fact that German medical literature contains no investi-
gations on the subject except those of Hirsch and of
Leichtenbritt, Dr. Petersen, one of the district medical
officers of health in Berlin, made some inquiries into the
circumstances of infection during the last epidemic,
examining twenty-six hospital cases, the diagnosis in
which was quite certain from a clinical, as well
as from an anatomical and bacteriological point of
view. His results have been published in the Deutsche
Medicinische Wochenschrift and are to the effect that
the infection was communicated either by direct personal
contagion or indirectly by the agency of healthy persons or
by residence in infected localities. Children were very
liable to catch the disease, and it prevailed especially among
the poorer classes and among those whose pia mater had
from injury or nervous disease become sensitive to pathogenic
influences. The incubation period lasts from three to five


